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Course Description

English II will cover writing skills and the practice of deeper reading methods which will ultimately enhance how to think, and therefore write successfully. The class will emphasize a variety of reading concepts which will elicit greater knowledge of the structural aspects within different modes of writing. This will be accomplished through the use of reading and analyzing a variety of literature. This year students will also have an opportunity to research, read and respond through the platform of online blogs. Students will research a variety of topics and publish finished pieces digitally on a public blog, which they will design and cultivate throughout the school year.
Course Objectives:

· Effective written communication in a variety of modes and genres

· Critically examine literature and make broader connections to community, self, and other texts

· Develop 21st century skills such as digital literacy, oral and written communication, collaboration, creativity, and problem-solving

· Employ inquiry and research skills 

· Increase vocabulary and word knowledge

Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to do their own work on all assignments.  In your compositions, never include another person’s wording as if it is your own.  Papers found online are traceable.  Plagiarism is cheating.  All formal papers will be submitted to Turn-It-In dot com. We will strictly adhere to the school’s honor code.

Materials

· iPad

· Writer’s notebook (can be a journal or composition book)

· Folder or 3-ring binder for handouts/stories/etc. 

Texts (tentative list, subject to change)
· The Odyssey by Homer (Robert Fagles translation)
· The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
· Othello by William Shakespeare (No Fear by Spark Notes or Shakespeare Made Easy by Barron's)
· The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie
· We will also read short stories, poetry, and various essays

Grades, Late Work, and Make-Up Work:

Nine-week averages consist of:

10% Work Ethic (major assignments turned in complete and on-time)

40% Daily Grades (homework, in-class assignments, community collaboration & discussion)

50% Major Grades (tests, projects, written pieces that have gone through revision and peer response process). For every major assignment there will be a work ethic grade that reflects its timeliness - you will lose 10 points per day that an assignment is late.

The stated student handbook policy is followed on makeup for excused absences, including extracurricular activities.  Students are responsible for arranging makeup work. 
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